WHEN YOU FEEL FAR AWAY FROM GOD

Castaway:
A Cautionary Tale From the Life of Jonah - Part 1

Today’s Scriptures

Every Scripture has been written by the Holy Spirit, the breath of God. It will empower you by its
instruction and correction, giving you the strength to take the right direction and lead you deeper
into the path of godliness. 2 Timothy 3:16 (TPT)

The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: "Go to the great city of Nineveh and
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."

But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa,
where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for
Tarshish to flee from the LORD.

Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship
threatened to break up. All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they
threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. The captain
went to him and said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take
notice of us, and we will not perish."

Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for
this calamity." They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.

So they asked him, "Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do
you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?"

He answered, "l am a Hebrew and | worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the
sea and the land.”

This terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew he was running
away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)

The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What should we do to you
to make the sea calm down for us?"

"Pick me up and throw me info the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. | know that it
is my fault that this great storm has come upon you."

Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew
even wilder than before. Then they cried to the LORD, "O LORD, please do not let us die for
taking this man'’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD,
have done as you pleased." Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea
grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD
and made vows to him.

But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three
days and three nights. Jonah 1:1-17 (NIV)

Woe to the city of blood, full of lies, full of plunder, never without victims! The crack of whips, the
clatter of wheels, galloping horses and jolting chariots! Charging cavalry, flashing swords and
glittering spears! Many casualties, piles of dead, bodies without number, people stumbling over
the corpses... Nahum 3:1-3 (NIV)



Message Notes

1. RECOGNIZE WHEN YOU AND GOD ARE GOING IN

DIRECTIONS.

But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. Jonah 1:3a (NIV)

He knows us far better than we know ourselves... Romans 8:27a (MSG)
2. REALIZE IT CAN CAUSE TO COME UP IN YOUR LIFE.

He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. Jonah 1:3b (NIV)

After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.
Jonah 1:3c (NIV)

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.
Jonah 1:5¢ (NIV)

Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship
threatened to break up. Jonah 1:4 (NIV)

3. RETURN TO HIM BECAUSE HE’S AND PROTECTING.

But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three
days and three nights. Jonah 1:17a (NIV)

"l am a Hebrew and | worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the
land.” Jonah 1:9 (NIV)

"Pick me up and throw me into the sea, and it will become calm. | know that it is my fault that
this great storm has come upon you." Jonah 1:12 (NIV)

“For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth.”
Matthew 12:40 (NIV)

At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and
made vows to him. Jonah 1:16 (NIV)

READ AHEAD FOR NEXT WEEK:
Continuing the Sermon Series:
“Castaway: A Cautionary Tale From the Life of Jonah”
Jonah Chapter Two



